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Steve and Lynne Smith sailing the Bay on “Bella Luna” a 36’ Catalina 
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Submissions 

The deadline for submissions is the 20th of each month! 

Articles, classifieds, and event ads can be e-mailed (as an attached 

WORD document please) to docktalk10@stocktonsc.org   

 

COMMODORE 

Abe Ayala - (916) 826-5499 

commodore11@stocktonsc.org 

 

VICE COMMODORE 

John Moyer - (209) 478-7508 

vicecommodore11@stocktonsc.org 
 

 

REAR COMMODORE 

Faye Roberts-  (209) 403-1673 

rearcommodore11@stocktonsc.org 
 

 

PAST COMMODORE 

Dave VanDyke - (209) 640-0769 

pastcommodore11@stocktonsc.org 

 

SECRETARY 

Karen DeBono - (209) 477-3270 

secretary11@stocktonsc.org 

 

TREASURER 

Peter Hine—(209) 957-4905 

treasurer11@stocktonsc.org 

 

PORT CAPTAIN 
        Duke MacGill—(775) 544-1476 

portcaptain11@stocktonsc.org 

 
 

DIRECTORS 

Rick Gibson              (209) 957-2179 
Ruth Howell              (209) 957-2422 

      Jim Cahill                  (209) 239-1465 

SUE LUND                  (209) 000-0000 
SOCIAL & CRUISE 

Debra Pate Doscher    (925) 652-7003 

 
JUNIORS 

Kristi Farrell (209) 951-4816 

 
REGATTA 

Pat Felten (209) 518-6371 
regatta11@stocktonsc.org 

 
DOCK TALK EDITOR 

          docktalk11@stocktonsc.org  
 

MANAGER / HARBORMASTER 

      Suzi Wasielewski—(209) 951-5600 
        manager11@stocktonsc.org 

Want to be the Dock Talk editor  

or help with the next DockTalk?  

Contact Tom Lueck 209-604-1300 

 

Cold Turkey 

Cruise 
Nov. 25th 26th 27th  

Rio Vista 
Join us for fun and games in the  

beautiful town of Rio Vista.  

Quiet sheltered marina 

Great restaurants 

Short walk to town 

Cruise dinner at the Point on Saturday 

Survive the Holidays-escape to the 

Cold Turkey Cruise 

Hosted by: Budge & Kelly Humphreys 

209-603-4920 

Sign up in the clubhouse or call the office 
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Letter to the Editor 

NEW MEMBERS ICE CREAM SOCIAL & WOODEN SHIPS RECYCLE REGATTA  

While the bay area was preparing for Fleet Week, several SSC volunteers made preparations for “Sweet 

Week‟, a family friendly social event for new members. September 24th found John Moyer, Patty Jacquez, 

John Hambright, Ray Lopez, Mike Kennedy and the omnipresent and indefatigable Suzi Wasielewski 

preparing for the New Member‟s Ice Cream Social and Wooden Ships Recycle Regatta. Over 45 new mem-

bers, many with their children, came to “make a sundae out of a Saturday”. More accustomed to dipping a 

rail, the SSC volunteers manned the cones and dipped, sprinkled, syrupped and whip creamed a perfect flo-

tilla of sundaes. Rumors of seconds and thirds circulated but were undocumented. After socializing and 

some polite camaraderie, the fierce competition began. Each participant used the wooden spoon provided 

for eating the sundaes as a hull, selected and stepped a mast (toothpick), fabricated a sail plan by repurpos-

ing their stick-on name tag and raced one design in the virtual ocean (wading pool) provided for just that 

purpose by the SSC Juniors. Though electric fans stood by just in case, there was plenty of wind and many 

vessels were quickly found to be over canvassed. Some of the younger skippers made repeated attempts to 

improve their design through trial and error. Many of the older skippers brought a lot of theory and error to 

the task All in all in was a „sweet‟ event and provided a great opportunity to showcase the family friendly 

nature of our club and encourage the kids to take an interest in sailing. A special shout-out must be made to 

Suzi Wasielewski (she who‟s name must not be pronounced), who saw the need for such an activity. Her 

excellent staff pitched in with the logistics of inviting so many people and, as usual, the volunteers who 

make the necessary commitment to lend a hand ensured a very successful event. 

Cruising the Blue Water 

SSC cruisers having a great time in Tomales Bay  
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FIRST THURSDAY: RULES & POLICY - 5:30 PM 

HARBOR & FACILITIES – 7:00 PM 

SECOND MONDAY: Membership Committee – 6:30 PM 

FIRST TUESDAY: Junior Committee - 7:00 PM 

SECOND TUESDAY: BOARD MEETING - 6:30 PM 

SECOND FRIDAY: GENERAL MEETING - 7:00 PM 

SECOND THURSDAY: REGATTA COMMITTEE - 6:30 PM 

SECOND SATURDAY: Social & Cruise – 10:00 AM 

                    COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Unapproved Board Minutes               

Due to the lack of a quorum, no Board Meeting was held 

on Tuesday the 11th of October.. 

Respectfully Submitted, Karen DeBono.. Secretary 
 

Editors note: Two months in a row…I’m disappointed..  

History of  Learn to Sail  by Rob McCormick 

 
 In 1996 my wife and I agreed to chair what was then the Junior Committee of the Stockton Sailing Club.  Our chil-
dren were of an age to begin their own sail training and it seemed appropriate to take on some of the management responsi-
bility.  At that time, the club’s teaching program was limited to a single week during which we hired an instructor from out-
side the club and assigned the club El Toro’s on a first come/first served basis.  There was a mad scramble to find boats for 
the thirty or so members and relatives of members.  It was common for children to be turned away because they could not 
find a boat.  Other issues with the Junior Program involved how monies would be allocated to support our kids who repre-
sented the club at regattas and other outside events.  It appeared that there was no independent merit system in place to se-
lect recipients of club grants for entry fees etc., and that the children of the most involved parents were the ones who were 
most likely to get funding. 
 To a pediatrician whose life work involves promoting the growth and development of children and their over-all 
happiness and well-being, this state of affairs seemed highly ineffective.  On the issue of the sail training program it seemed 
to me that a more appropriate approach should be one that: 
 A:  embraced the entire community, not just members of the SSC 
 B:  expanded the program in a way that allowed more effective use of resources 
 C:  would be financially and administratively independent of the SSC 
 D:  would serve as a SSC outreach and recruiting tool for the future of the club. 
With respect to the allocation of monies for regatta fees, it seemed appropriate that: 
 A:  a scholarship fund should be established to support junior sailors. 

B:  any junior requesting funding should make their request formally in writing. 
 C:  the Junior Committee as a whole should approve or deny requests based on merit and availability of money in 
the scholarship fund. 
 In 1997 I approached the SSC Board with a new idea for providing training for our own children while also promot-
ing sailing in the community.  The plan was to offer multiple weeks of much smaller classes with a very small ratio of stu-
dents to instructors.  This would allow the club boats to be used much more extensively, and would also allow for children 
from the community at large to try sailing for the first time.  That first year, we served over sixty children, some of whom 
were already club members and many who were not.  Most of those were patients who I recruited from my medical practice.  
We had two instructors, both US Sail Certified, in two crash boats with a total of ten kids per class.  This was Learn to Sail 
1997.   continued on page 5 
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History of Learn to Sail  Continued from page 4 
 

Later in the year, I learned about a grant program through the Department of Boating and Waterways through which we 
could obtain funds for teaching “safe” boating.  As this was entirely in keeping with our goals, I applied for grant money.  
Our grant request was well-received, but as a program that was new to the agency, we were not offered the full amount of 
money potentially available.  We had a choice between receiving money for equipment or receiving money for tuition.  In 
order to increase enrollment, I opted for the tuition money.  This allowed us to offer the program free to novice sailors, and 
that absence of charges gave us access to the public schools to distribute flyers for the classes.  Learn to Sail 1998 ultimately 
allowed us to serve over 120 kids.  We were also recognized (along with the Coast Guard) on our local news station for our 
service in promoting boating safety! 
 
The success of the 1998 program lead to a substantial increase in the size of the grant for the next year.  As in the 1997 grant, 
we asked for, and received $10,000 for tuition, and we also received around $18,000 for equipment upgrades and replace-
ments!  In the succeeding years, comparably large grants from the Department of Boating and Waterways have supported the 
program to a large extent, with some additional monies coming from tuition charged to students who were returning to im-
prove their skills after the introductory class.   
 
It was clear from the outset that monies from the Department of Boating and Waterways could not be co-mingled with the 
general funds of the SSC.  Monies could be added to the grant from outside sources, but the grant monies could not be used 
to augment club programs.  For this reason, the Learn to Sail program ran its own separate budget.  Operating on the 
grounds of the SSC and utilizing SSC resources, the Learn to Sail program directly benefitted SSC by dramatically increasing 
access to sail training for SSC member children and by increasing SSC visibility to the community at large.  The financial and 
administrative independence from the SSC Board allowed Learn to Sail to recruit the best instructors from outside the club 
as well as from within based on merit rather that on personal friendships and loyalties.  Both of my sons earned their creden-
tials to teach sailing outside of SSC and were eventually hired to teach in the program, but not while I was still a club member 
or involved with Learn to Sail!  Accountability and a high degree of transparency and integrity are essential to the program’s 
continued existence.   
 

Cruising the Channel Islands  by Julie Focha 

Our first Island is SAN MIGUEL. The first in a line of 4 islands 
that make up the Santa Barbara Channel. About 42 miles 
south west of Santa Barbara. This is the most isolated Island 
of the chain. We anchored in Cyler Cove on the North West 
point. As you enter be sure to give Prince Island plenty of 
room SW. Watch the kelp as you go. Anchor in sand at 34 
degrees 03.27 N ς 120 degrees 21.46 W. There is good pro-
tection all around. The Santa anas tend to dissipate before 
reaching this cove. NW winds sometimes channel over the 
island and gust through into the anchorage. There is a 
pretty hard trail up to the top of the island where you will 
find a Cabrillo monument. Once on top there is a nice park 
ǊŀƴƎŜǊΩǎ ŎŀƳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŜ 

of the biggest populations of elephant seals on the west coast. There are a few smaller coves that you can 
stop at, but Cyler is the most protected and in my opinion the most picturesque. The Urchin divers still come 
into the cove and harvest the Urchins for market. I was told that this was a good place to dive when the con-
ditions are right. Put this Island on your list to do next time you visit Southern CA.  
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                Roster Updates 
 

 

It is time to update information for the PICYA Yearbook and our annual Roster of Members.  Some of you 

have sold your boats or have acquired new ones.  Our Marina billing program has records of boats in the har-

bor that we are billing berth or storage charges for, but if you own a boat that is at another location, you may 

still want to have it listed in the PICYA Yearbook.  The 2012 PICYA Roster will list only your name and boat, 

or your name only if you are “in between boats.” 

 

Please review and edit, if necessary, a copy of your listing from last year‟s Roster and we will update our re-

cords for the Roster and the Yearbook. 

 

At the same time, we would like to update our Phone Tree Call List.  Please list the  phone number where you 

would like to receive these calls, or tell us if you would prefer to be excluded from Phone Tree announce-

ments. 

 

Please return this letter and any changes to your roster listing to the Club office.  Thank you for taking the time 

to assist us with this project. 

 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………...   

NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOAT LOCATION: ______________________________________________________ 

 (If not at SSC harbor) 

 

E-Mail address for SSC Roster : _____________________________________________ 

 

 

Phone Number for SSC Roster:______________________________________________ 

          (Only one phone number will be published) 

 

Phone Number for Phone Tree messages:______________________________________ 

 

  OR  

 

Please remove me from the Phone Tree Call List:_______ 
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November 2011 

After dismasting earlier this year Sir Leansalot and crew return and win first overall in the Pink regatta.  




